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Filing an Application

Applications may be filed by the applicant
{who can be an inventor or his/her assignee)
or by his or her authorized representative (at-
torney, agent, or legal practitioner) who has
the right to represent the applicant before an
industrial property office of any of the Harare
Protocol contracting states. Representation
is mandatory for applicants who are not res-
ident or whose principal place of business is
not situated in a contracting state.

The applicant must submit the following:

¢ acompleted ARIPO Form 3 (Request
form);

* adescription of the invention;
e onhe or more claims;

* one or more drawings (if any);
e anabstract;

s prescribed application fees or a writ-
ten undertaking to lodge the fees;
and

s designation of at least one state.
Applications can be filed directly at ARIPO
by:

e e-filing

e e-mail

¢ inperson

e registered mail

s courier

An application can also be filed through the
IP Office of a contracting state.

ARIPO Online Service

The ARIPO system offers an Online services
platform that allows applicants, attorneys,
agents and other users to conduct their

ARIPO business electronically. This facility
allows for online filing of industrial property
applications, online paymentoffees, exchange
of notification and documents, downloading
the ARIPO industrial property journal and
general tracking of filed applications. The
online services can be accessed at eservice.
aripo.org or from the ARIPO website www.
aripo.org or by contacting ARIPO at registry®@
aripo.org.

The enline application comes with a 20%
reduction of the application fee.

Formality Examination

Upon receipt of the application, the ARIPO
Office undertakes an examination of the
application to check for compliance with
filing reguirements. This is undertaken in
order to accord the application a filing date.

The ARIPO Office will undertake a formal
examination of the documents making
up the application to ascertain whether
these comply with the prescribed formal
requirements.

Applicants are also required to adhere to
prescribed time limits.

Request for Substantive
Examination

An applicant is required to request for
substantive examination of a patent
application within 3 years from the date of filing
or earliest date of priority where it is claimed.
The request shall be deemed to have beenfiled
when the request for substantive examination
fee has been paid. Where no request is made
within the prescribed period, the application
shall be deemed to have lapsed.

Request for Patent Prosecution
Highway Pilot Program (PPH)

Subject to meeting prescribed requiremenits,
the applicant may request an accelerated
examination under the Patent Prosecution
Highway Pilot Program between ARIPO
and China National Intellectual Property
Administration (CNIPA) by submitting a
request form (Form 13B) and accompanied
by all relevant supporting documents. A
request for accelerated examination under
the PPH Program must also be accompanied
by or preceded by a request for substantive
examination.

More details on the procedures for filing
a reguest for the PPH are available en the
ARIPO website at https://www.aripo.org/ip-
services/patents

Substantive Examination

Where the ARIPO Office finds that the
application has complied with its substantive
requirements, it will notify the applicant and
each of the designated states of this fact.

Expedited/ Delayed
Examination

Subject to meeting prescribed provisions,
the applicant may request for an expedited/
delayed examination of an application.

Decision to Grant/ Refuse

Should the application meet these
reguirements, the applicant and designated
states are notified of the decision to grant
the ARIPO patent. Each desighated state

should, within 4 months of the notification,
make written communication to the ARIPO
Office expressing its objection or acceptance
to the grant or registration.

The ARIPO Office may refuse to accept an
application due to non-compliance with the
prescribed formal or substantive requirements.

Request for Reconsideration
and Amendment of Application

If the application fails to meet the
reguirements,the applicantisinvited toamend
the application within a specified period.
The applicant may, within 2 months of the
decision to refuse, and on good grounds being
given, request that the Office reconsiders its
decision.

Appeal or Conversion

Where the ARIPO Office still refuses the
application after reconsideration and or
amendment, the applicant may either lodge
an appeal with the ARIPO Board of Appeal or
request that the Office convert the application
into a national application proceeding under
the laws of one or more states among the
designated states.

Registration, Publication and
Effect

At the expiration of 4 months following the
communication to designated states of the
Office’s intention to grant/ register a patent/
utility model, the Office will proceed to issue
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